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Tots search for treats at Halloween event
By Sora O’Doherty

The afternoon of Oct. 25 was sunny and bright, the 
tooth fairy wore a gown of blue with a sparkling 
crown and led a sizeable contingent of tots around 

Orinda Community Park, with stops to collect treats offered 
by Orinda Parks and Rec folks, including one dressed as 
Chewbacca.  In addition, the children, ranging from ages 1 
to 4, got to meet and greet the Orinda police force, local 

fi refi ghters, and tour a police cruiser and a fi re engine.  The 
chief of police, Mark Nagel, and his administrative assistant, 
Sherri Chavez, were handing out treats and posing for pho-
tographs.  There were also crafts and activities provided by 
the Orinda Parks and Recreation Department.
 Families got into the Halloween spirit by showing up 
in coordinated costumes: A young girl in a Heidi costume 

was accompanied by her mother in alpine couture, and her 
father, dressed as a cow.  There were several young girls in 
Frozen costumes, some superheros and interesting animals 
from sheep to lions to dinosaurs.  There were even some 
vegetables, including a green avocado. There were little 
police offi cers, fi refi ghters, and construction workers.  No 
dentists were observed in the crowd.

Orinda Police Chief Mark Nagel and Sherri Chavez, administrative assistant to the police chief, hand out treats to children at the annual Halloween Parade for Tots on Oct. 25 at Orinda 

Community Park.                             Photo Sora O’Doherty
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ELK’S LODGE1475 Creekside Dr., Walnut Creek

Beautiful handcrafted items, gourmet goodies,
and works of art. 

The Holiday Marketplace
Friday, Nov. 16    11 am - 7 pm
Saturday, Nov. 17   9 am - 6 pm
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Judge sides with Save Lafayette Trees on CEQA appeal
By Pippa Fisher

The Court of Appeal for the First 
District has ruled in favor of 

Save Lafayette Trees, reversing the 

Superior Court’s previous dismissal 
of the case. The court must now rule 
on whether the city of Lafayette 
failed to comply with the California 
Environmental Quality Act.
 The appeals court upheld the 
previous dismissal of other claims 
against the city and PG&E, but 
found that SLT’s claim concerning 
CEQA had been served within the 
proper timeframe. As such, the tri-
al court will now have to consider 
this challenge. Parties have 30 days 
to appeal.
 “We have noted the Court of 
Appeal’s decision,” said Lafayette 
Vice Mayor Cam Burks in a state-
ment from the city. “We will con-
tinue to work with Save Lafayette 
Trees, PG&E and the California 
Public Utilities Commission to en-
sure that Lafayette’s citizens have 
confi dence that they are safe and 
that a fair and transparent process 

is being followed whereby PG&E 
can conduct the pipeline safety 
work it feels is needed and resi-
dents’ concerns about that work are 
properly addressed,” he added.
 The Oct. 23 ruling is the lat-
est step in the 16-month long legal 
saga following SLT’s petition fi led 
June 26, 2017 against the city of 
Lafayette and PG&E. 
 The group took issue with the 
March 27, 2017 city council agree-
ment with the utility, allowing 
them to remove hundreds of trees 
on public and private property in 
the city, which PG&E says is nec-
essary as part of the community 
pipeline safety initiative, claiming 
pipeline safety is compromised by 
tree roots and that the trees hinder 
access in an emergency.
 SLT’s concerns grew beyond 
the initial tree removal to concerns 
over safety, including the lack of 

automatic shut-off valves, exposed 
pipeline, lack of testing and aging 
infrastructure.
 Attorney for SLT Stephan 
Volker says it is an outstanding vic-
tory for his clients and for the pub-
lic. “It is undisputed that the city 
completely failed to comply with 
CEQA,” he says, adding, “Because 
the city did nothing to comply with 
CEQA, we are confi dent that the 
superior court will now rule that 
the city violated CEQA. Once the 
court makes that ruling, it will set 
aside the city’s tree removal agree-
ment with PG&E.”
 PG&E spokesperson Jeff Smith 
says that the utility is in the process 
of analyzing the court’s decision. “It 
is premature to declare this ruling as 
in favor or against either party in-
volved in the litigation,” he said.
 Meanwhile, PG&E signage 
has appeared at exposed pipeline 

locations and the company says 
they will be replacing approxi-
mately 150 feet of pipeline, with 
work starting in mid-November 
and taking about six weeks to 
complete.
 Gina Dawson, co-founder of 
SLT, credits community engage-
ment for bringing this about.
 “That being said, their latest ac- 
tivities, pipeline signage and pos- 
sible address of the exposed pipe- 
line, are surface issues. We’d like 
to know that PG&E is addressing 
the strength and longer-term viabil- 
ity of the lines – which will entail 
deeper inspection.”
 A second public meeting bring-
ing together PG&E, the CPUC with 
SLT and the city is scheduled for 
Nov. 13.
 It is a meeting Dawson is look-
ing forward to.

    ... continued on Page A9

PG&E will be working to replace 

sections of exposed pipeline on the 

Lafayette-Moraga Regional Trail.

Photo provided


